
Registered Company Number: 00243374

Registered Charity Number: 206524

31 December 2024

Report and Accounts

THE ACTORS’ BENEVOLENT FUND



The Actors’ Benevolent Fund

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Charity Information 

Report of the Council

Independent Auditors’ Report

Statement of Financial Activities

Balance Sheet

Statement of Cash Flows

Notes to the Financial Statements

1-2

3-16

17-21

22

23

24

25 - 41



1

The Actors’ Benevolent Fund
 

The Actors' Benevolent Fund has the Charity Commission registration number 206524. We are also
registered as a company limited by guarantee, with the Companies House registration number
00243374. In 2025 the Board of Trustees created a new working name of the charity: Actors’ Trust.

Registered office: 6 Adam Street, London WC2N 6AD.

Patron

His Majesty King Charles III

Board of Trustees (“the Council”) (as at 24 July 2025, the date this report was approved)

Alex Macqueen (Co Chair)

Hannah Whittingham (Co Chair)

Abi Eniola (Vice Chair)

Sarah Alford-Smith

Iain Barbour

Simon Callow CBE

Bradley Cole

Lorraine Enright

Peter Forbes

Chris Heagren

Lesley Joseph

Michael Maloney

Karen Myers

Patrick O’Kane

Rob Rinder MBE

Sarah Watkinson

Stepped down during the reporting period:

Jassa Ahluwalia (26 September 2024)

Paul Cartwright (31 May 2024)

Loyd Grossman (29 March 2024)

Additionally, under the charity’s new Articles of Association, all trustees who had been appointed by the
Charity Commission on 21 April 2023 were required to retire at the AGM held in January 2024 and
could only stand again for re-election if they had less than six years’ service. Trustees from that period
who retired from the Board during 2024 were: Nick Fletcher (29 January), Karen Gledhill (29 January),
Peter Harding (29 January), Amanda Holt (29 January), Rebecca Johnson (29 January), Christopher
Luscombe (29 January), Dipo Ola (29 January), Dr. Eshwar Alladi (21 March), Marilyn Cutts (19
November) and Andrew Jarvis (19 November). 

The Board wishes to express its gratitude for the work of its predecessors.
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The Actors’ Benevolent Fund

Staff Leadership Team (as at 24 July 2025, the date this report was approved)

CEO: Alison Wyman 

Head of Finance & Operations: Tonya Goldring 

Head of Grants & Services: Aidan Culley

Head of Development: Jo McIntosh 

Marketing & Engagement Manager: Imogen Irving 

Principal Professional Advisors 
Independent External Auditor
Crowe UK LLP
R+ Building
2 Blagrave Street
Reading RG1 1AZ

Solicitors
Bates Wells
10 Queen Street Place
London EC4R 1BE

Bankers
CAF Charity Services
Kings Hill
West Malling
Kent ME19 4TA

National Westminster Bank Plc
34 Henrietta Street
London WC2E 8NN

Investment Manager
Charles Stanley & Co Ltd
Ropemaker Place
25 Ropemaker Street
London EC2Y 9LY



FOREWORD

2024 was a significant and transformational year for the Actors’ Benevolent Fund.

For many in the acting and stage management community 2024 was another challenging year, with
economic challenges affecting the cost of living as well as the availability of paid work. Additionally,
digital developments post-Covid and the rise of AI have been changing the ways of working, including
fewer in-person interactions. We know from research and anecdotally that those working in the
profession are particularly challenged in the areas of financial health, mental wellbeing and social
connectedness.

So we were honoured to be there to support an ever-increasing number of people in 2024 in each of
these areas. We spent £2.37M on charitable activities, up from £2.12M in 2023, reflecting the increasing
level of difficulty being experienced and our resolve to do more to help. We did this through providing
£1.5M in grants to those experiencing financial difficulty, as well as providing webinars to support
wellbeing, and community events to build social connections. We helped more people than we have in
recent history, with over 500 individuals and their families receiving support.

We were delighted to establish a new leadership team for the charity and the same year launch our new
strategy: ‘Acting for Impact’. This builds on the legacy of the past 142 years, with the aim to help more
people in more ways achieve meaningful and sustainable change. It provides a way for us to honour our
charitable objects in a way that is relevant to today’s world, modernising the charity and increasing our
impact. In 2024 alone we helped more people, developed our grant giving, started to broaden our range
of support, launched a new Ambassadors programme and improved the charity’s governance to ensure
we are fit for the future.

We are very proud of our achievements in such a challenging climate. This was only made possible due
to the hard work and dedication of our colleagues, the support of our members and the generosity of
our supporters, for which we are so grateful. At the beginning of 2025 we identified that awareness of
the Actors’ Benevolent Fund was extremely low and that there was a need to be more accessible and
recapture our pioneering spirit. Responding to this, we were delighted to develop our new identity
“Actors’ Trust”, to be more effective at reaching and supporting people today. We look to the future
with huge excitement and optimism for the opportunities ahead.

For over 140 years, we have been here to support actors and stage managers experiencing challenging
circumstances. Together, we will continue to be here for this wonderful profession in 2025 and beyond.
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